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1 THE BEGINNING

We are excited about bringing more students alongside LaTeX and will be out-
lining basics here. This document will not begin to touch on all the \T E X "
services that are available, but it will be a document of \helps" that will hope-
fully enable you to do class work in \T E X ". At the very least these notes should
enable you to typeset most coursework assignments. Feel free to ask others for
help. Everyone has learned a trick or two and are typically willing to share what
they have learned. If you are so inclined you may refer to books on LaTeX that
describe fancier techniques. Also, online resources can be very helpful.

2 SOME HISTORY

During the summer of 1978, Donald Knuth developed his �rst version of \T E X :"
In 1989, he released new versions of \T E X " and METAFONT. The science of
programming languages continues to grow rapidly. Since the source code of
\ T E X " is essentially in the public domain other programmers are allowed and
encouraged to improve the system. This free access allows the source code to
continuously evolve. However, each one is required to use another name to
distribute the modi�ed \ T E X :" Donald Knuth's original bare-bones \ T E X ",
which is a very powerful engine, lacked many ready-made useful macros that
make typesetting a lot easier for the beginner and the casual user. It is important
to note that all the di�erent \ T E Xs " have been built on top of Knuth's original.
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